	 

	Council considers local charity for nonprofit status

By Terry Oparka

C & G Staff Writer


Saying they had too many unanswered questions, the Sterling Heights City Council unanimously postponed a decision to recognize a former councilman’s business as a nonprofit entity. 


Former Sterling Heights Councilman Roger Fachini asked the council for a resolution Dec. 5, so he could proceed with a request to the Michigan Lottery Commission for a gaming license that he needs to conduct raffles at three local restaurants on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4. 


Fachini served one term on the council, from 1999 to 2001. 


The council had a number of questions about Fachini’s company, Charity Music, which Fachini said provides musical instruments to soldiers overseas, students, various charities and the disadvantaged. Political watchdog Joyce Fitch raised concerns about information posted on the charity’s Web sites and urged council members to educate themselves on the history of the charity before passing the resolution. 


The council wanted to know where the instruments came from and who gets them, requested itemized details of listed expenses, and wanted to know what percentage of money raised is used for administrative costs. 


“I’m very uncomfortable approving this tonight and would support a postponement,” said Council member Maria Schmidt.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


“It seems like a nice organization,” said Councilman Joe Romano. He described Lazzara and Company, the CPA firm that completed the IRS tax-exempt form for the company, as very reputable, and said he would have no problem bringing the matter back at a later date when questions about expenses and other items are answered. 


City Attorney Jeff Bahorski explained that in order for Fachini’s company to qualify as a service organization to receive a gaming license from the state, it must be recognized by the city as a service organization. 


The City Council receives a couple of requests each year from companies that wish to be recognized as local nonprofit entities, said City Clerk Walter Blessed.  


Fachini had hoped to promote the raffle at the restaurants during the holidays, which he cannot do since the matter is not scheduled to come before the council again until Jan. 2.  


The restaurants at which Fachini plans to hold the raffles are Jack’s Waterfront Restaurant in St. Clair Shores, Luciano’s in Clinton Township and Mezzaluna Ristorante Italiano in Sterling Heights. 


“We didn’t know we had to go to Sterling Heights (for the resolution), which the state has requested because that’s where our mailing address is,” Fachini said. “We need the resolution because we are not a chapter of a larger nonprofit.


“We were recognized by the Superbowl XL committee last year as a nonprofit,” Fachini said. “We’re squeaky clean.”
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