CHONOLOGY OF EVENTS
A Request to the Sterling Heights City Council by Charity Music, Inc to be recognized as a Nonprofit Michigan Corporation operating in the City of Sterling Heights. 
OCTOBER 27, 2006

Charity Music, Inc contacted the State of Michigan, Charitable Gaming Division and explained their intentions of conducting several 50/50 Raffles on Super Bowl Sunday February 4, 2007.

The Charitable Gaming Division advised Charity Music, Inc that the License Application review process could take up to four weeks to complete. They indicated that as part of the review process, Charity Music, Inc would need to obtain a Resolution from the governing body in which Charity Music, Inc was located, and to allow adequate time to be placed on the City Council Agenda to obtain the required resolution. The resolution form would be supplied by the State, and the purpose was for the City of Sterling Heights to verify that Charity Music, Inc is a Michigan nonprofit corporation operating out of, and having a mailing address in Sterling Heights MI.
To help expedite the approval process, it was suggested by the Charitable Gaming Division, that Charity Music, Inc submit their application to the State, in conjunction with the Resolution Request to the City of Sterling Heights, and indicate to the State that Charity Music, Inc had applied to the City of Sterling Heights, and was waiting City Council approval.
NOVEMBER 2, 2006

Charity Music, Inc contacted the Sterling Heights City Clerk, and requested a list of the requirements needed by the City of Sterling Heights, for Charity Music, Inc to obtain City Council Resolution stating that Charity Music, Inc operates out of Sterling Heights.
The City Clerk advised Charity Music, Inc. that the City Council would need the following information:


1)
Letter from the Organization President requesting the Resolution

2)
Articles of Incorporation


3)
Bylaws


4)
IRS Letter regarding Tax ID Number


5)
IRS letter indicating Charity Music, Inc has 501© (3) status


6)
Financial Data


7)
List of Board of Directors


8)
Any other literature that describes the organizations activities

Received listing of 8 items required by City Council to approve Resolution 


NOVEMBER 7, 2006 


Charity Music, Inc met with the City Clerk and presented all the information that was required by the City Council to Approve a Resolution indicating that Charity Music, Inc was in fact a Government approved nonprofit operating in Sterling Heights MI. 
The City Clerk reviewed all the requested information, and provided Charity Music, Inc with a Receipt from the City, for Charity Music, Inc to present to the State Gaming Commission, for verification the City would place the Resolution request on the City Council Agenda.

NOVEMBER 8, 2006
Charity Music, Inc submitted the $150.00 Raffle License fee and the 50/50 Raffle License Applications (along with receipt provided by City Clerk) to the State of Michigan Charitable Gaming Division for review and consideration.
NOVEMBER 21, 2006

Charity Music, Inc was notified by City Clerk that their Resolution Request would be an agenda item for the December 5, 2006 City Council Meeting.
NOVEMBER 30, 2006

The AGENDA STATEMENT for the December 5, 2006 City Council Meeting was published and distributed by the City Clerks office.
The City Clerk, basing their decision on the facts presented, recommended consideration be given to APPROVE the resolution recognizing Charity Music, Inc as a local nonprofit group. 
In the City Council Agenda Packet, the City Clerk also included the Charity Music Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, list of Board of Directors, letter from the IRS informing them of its IRC 501 ©(3) status, a letter from the President of the organization describing their activities and other requested information.

The City Clerk, in an attempt to remind City Council that all Laws must be equally enforced and equally applied, indicated to City Council members that they have passed Local Governing Body resolutions for similar nonprofit organizations in the past.
DECEMBER 5, 2006

The CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN at the December 5, 2006 Council Meeting
With total disregard for the City Clerks recommendation to APPROVE, the City Council proceeded with a motion to DENY the request by Charity Music, Inc to be recognized as a nonprofit organization operating in the community.
After considerable discussion, and manipulation of the administrative process by exercising their municipal muscle, (the Mayor wanted to postpone the item until June 2007), the action to DENY was postponed to the January 3, 2007 meeting, and Charity Music, Inc was instructed to provide responses to 26 various concerns. (21 questions from City Council Members and 5 questions from resident Joyce Fitch)
DECEMBER 7, 2006

Suspecting a Campaign of harassment by the City Council, Charity Music, Inc contacted the Charity Gaming Division and notified them of the City of Sterling Heights intention to DISAPPROVE the Resolution.

The State legal department suggested that if the Resolution is denied, Charity Music, Inc should exercise their Due Process rights, and appeal the City Council decision to City of Sterling Heights. 
DECEMBER 28, 2006

The AGENDA STATEMENT for January 3, 2007 City Council Meeting was published and distributed by the City Clerks office.
Without any advanced notice to Charity Music, Inc, the City Clerk was now acting as an advocate for denial, and recommended consideration for DISAPPROVAL.

Without adequate notice or opportunity for Charity Music to respond, the City Clerk, attempting to establish a contrived case of noncompliance inserted a letter from the Attorney General dated March 2005 into the City Council Agenda packet.

Just hours prior to the City Council Meeting, Charity Music, Inc noticed that the City Clerk had inserted the March 2005 letter from the Attorney General into the City Council Agenda packet.

The Attorney General was immediately informed by Charity Music, Inc of the unusual sequence of events, and requested, if they felt it appropriate, to provide a letter indicating the current status Charity Music, Inc.

Upon notification of the City Council intentions, the Attorney General supplied Charity Music, Inc with a letter to present to the City Council indicating that Charity Music, Inc was in Good Standing.
JANUARY 3, 2007

The CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS TAKEN at the January 3, 2007 City Council Meeting

The City Administration, and City Attorney, was once again asked by Charity Music, Inc.  (Previously asked on Dec. 18, Dec. 27, and Dec. 29, 2006 with no response) What is the appeal process, if the request by Charity Music, Inc. is denied? 
The City Attorney indicated that there was no appeal process in place at the City level, and that an appeal should be made to the State of Michigan. 
Charity Music, Inc indicated that the appeal would be needed at the City Level, in an appeal to a City Council action.
Charity Music also indicated that the City of Sterling Heights was not affording Charity Music adequate procedural Due Process Rights prior to depriving them of their protected interest in the 501©(3) classification issued them by the Federal Government.

Charity Music indicated that if the City could not provide an appeal process, prior to City Councils decision, that Charity Music would be forced out of business, and suggested that their interference with Charity Music’s right to engage in their chosen fundraising activities were arbitrary and thus unconstitutional.

Charity Music once again requested the rational basis for the City Councils planned decision. Both the City Council and the City Administration could not, and did not present any reason for their denial. The only rational provided is as follows:

· Councilman Romano indicated that they had a Telephone Book of reasons to DENY the Resolution, yet could not present even one reason for the record. 
· Councilman Bracci stated that other nonprofits survive without holding Raffles, and said Charity Music, Inc should seek out other funding methods. 
· Councilwomen Ziarko stated that her Relay for Life nonprofit has raised over $100,000 without any Raffles, and that Charity Music should use other means to raise money. When informed, Councilwomen Ziarko appeared unaware that she had voted to approve a similar Polish Club Resolution only a few months earlier.
· Councilwomen Kniaz provided rational as to why she would be voting in favor of the Resolution to Recognize Charity Music, Inc as a nonprofit operating in the City of Sterling Heights, and attempted to educate other City Council members as to exactly what they were voting on.
With total disregard for the letter received from the Attorney General dated January 3, 2007, and with total lack of any discussion whatsoever of the 37 pages of documentation, submitted by Charity Music, Inc in response to the City Council and Residents previous concerns, the City Council, lacking the requisite of neutrality and impartiality, and with no rational basis for their decision, proceeded with the recommendation to DISAPPROVE, the request by Charity Music, Inc to be recognized as a nonprofit organization operating in the community.
One resident spoke out and stated that the City recently lost a $ 35 Million Dollar lawsuit under similar circumstances, and asked the City Council to please reconsider their vote on the Charity Music resolution. 
The resident referenced page 28, of the United States District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, Southern Division, Case No. 02-73618 Dated March 14, 2003, where Honorable Nancy G. Edmunds stated (in her decision against the City) “Rarely does one hear such compelling and unrebutted evidence of the vindictive retaliatory action such as that taken by the City of Sterling Heights as set forth above. The facts in this case establish a relentless pattern of harassment and vindictiveness, starting with the ratcheting up of demands, the unjustified administrative enforcement, and the search for irregularities or “false representations”    

